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ANTI-SLAVERY 


Alvan Stewart’s Speech, 


AT THE LATE ANNUAL MEETING 


AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY Sé 


Alvan Stewart, Esq. Chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the New-York 
State Anti-Slavery Society, move da 
tion, 

“That the Congress of the United States, 
in laying the petitions of hundreds of thou- 
sands of citizens, on the subject of slavery, 
pon the table, ‘without reading, 
reference or printing, and with no further 
action whatever thereon,’ has been guilty of 
an alarming violation of the federal consti- 
tution.” 

Mr. Stewart said he was not unaware of 
the difficult situation of the s} 

Jot it was to occupy the latter part of the 4th 
hour of a confined meeting But remem- 
bering that we come ther but oncea 
year for this object, he would request those 
who might feel a little weary to draw once 
wore on their patience, while we consider 
still further the claims of suffering humanit- 
tv. Hedid not intend to l 
audience a dry disquisition on con 
al Jaw, with precedents and authorities run- 
ning back to the first forenoon time, to 
support the sacred right of petition. The 
life of every individual is a perfect illustra- 
tion of the whole subject of petitioning. The 


resolu- 


ife 


debate, 





eaker whose 


lowe 


( non the 
inflict upen the 


stitution- 


of 





first cries of infancy are but petitionsof a 
guage express his 


sufferer who cannot by lan 
wants. Petition ts the | of want. 


inguace 


of pain, of sorrow, of man in all his sad va- 
riety of woes, imploring relief at the hand 
of some power superior Peti- 


tioning is the foundation of all government, 


to himself. 


and of all the administrations of law. 
Whatever be the form of the government, 


whether a republic, monarchy, despotism or 


universal mobocracy, it has to be carried on 
bya series of petitions and requests, that are 
lenied. From the family 
and the school 


capitol at V 





r granted or ¢ 
the school district, 
iet to the U.S. 


it is ali done by petitions. 





from 
Vashir 7ton, 


The father of a 








Sfamily does not grant all the petitions ol his; 
tle subjects, but he dears all, or he is un- 
Bworthy of the name of father 1, our com- 


yn counci! here in New-York, sit almost 
the vear round, to hear and dispose of peti- 
Your county your 
commussioners of excise, the sources of the 


mighty RUM-POWER, act as they are mov- 


tor supery iors, even 


is 


ed by petitions. Go into the court of com- 
. t 1 

mon pleas, the supreme court, to chancery, 

where millions of dollars are changing hands 


} 1 


adjua it 


it 

ll by petition. 
Our rights of the most sacred character are 
y gained and secured by petition. 
x sl 
from three to six months yearly, to he 
petitions, however unreasonable or absurd 
None goes away unread or unheard. When, 


until of slavery came 


oY their ications, iS a 


l 
{ 


constant 


[he legislatures of twenty-si ites sit 


this memorable case 


bup, did Congress ever refuse to receive and 
fact upon a petition ¢ 
There wasa man who lost a horse during 


the revolutionary war, and he undertook to 
wet paid for it out of the U. S. treasury; so 


he 


She petitioned, and petitioned, as long as he 
Jived, and after his death, his widow peti- 
Stioned, from year to year, and a!) their pe 
ptions were received, and read, and referred, 
Mand considered, and reported on, and after 
Mmany years they got their 

There was a man, who losta slave’s limb 
mn the last war, by exposure around the ram- 
parts of cotton bags at New-Orleans. This 
Mian petitioned, not for the slave, but for the 
Mere portion of a slave, and his petition was 
we’ eived, read, referred,reporte d on, debaied, 
mod finally decided by the united wisdom of 
Mhat august assembly. 


} 


money. 


But in the year 1837, Congress ventured 
wn this bold and tremendous step,—a step 
evhich would overthrow the Autocrat of Rus- 
Bia, or cost the Grand Seignior of Constan- 
Rinople his head—of refusing to consider the 
Petitions of the people. It has been reserv- 
ed fora republican government, in @ land 
boasting of its freedom, to set the first pre- 
eedent of refusing petitions. I say refusing 
Petitions, because it is an insult to say that 
Petitions are received when by your rule 
ahey are neither read not considered, but 
daid down to commune with mahogany or 
Pine wood of which the Congressional tables 
are built. No man ean be found so low in 
Pettilogging as to say that sucha paltry 
Piece of chicanery as this will save the con- 
Alitution. 

The manner ‘in which this act of violating 
Ahe constitution was done, atopen noon day, 
Das in it something of boldness and daring 
Bhat stands alone in the annals of free gov- 
Ernment, It was discovered by those who} 
Were determined to put down Mr. Slade, 
Who had just begun his argument, that there 
Was another great constitutional principle 
Blan ling in the way; and that was the lib- 
erly Of speech, which the constitution has 
Pqually secured to every Man In an act of 
P "gress. They understood very well that 
lore the sacred right of petition so solemn- 
y Suarantied by e constitution 
roken down, the liberty of speech must 
Bestroye d, 


¢ 


could he 
\ be 
; The sixty-four noble hearts, who 
‘aly voted in the negative on Mr. Patton's 
e's law, having the constitution, and the 
; ight, and the good sense of the nation, all 
eee oon would have protracte d the de- 
coe A Mis hour, The vbject was to sup- 
Sesh | discussion, and therefore the par- 
entary GAG was applied, not to cut 

ort a protracted debate—which is its only 
Siimate use, but in the beginning of the! 
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SS. rE —we CE y emepmmennsniainct caine 
enter into no compromise with Slavery. Lam for Justice, in the name of Humunity, and according tothe Law of the Living Goa.” / - 
‘ Tg’ r ‘ _— S a “ 
CONCORD, N. H. SATURDAY, JUVE &@. 182s. WHOLE WO. 144, 
ie 
business, to forestall debate altog ther. Sla- in oats—or fourteen gs per id, te] the on this subject, rv revives this proverb, which God has sol- 
very could not endure the light that would week. The keeping of one } s ran ¢ i ’ rin :—and emnly disannulled. 
awa rolled over the land from ; this discus- is equal to that of fourteen ¢ rn \ slay ' 3A : na 6. Slavery annihilates the marriage in- 
sion. Phe gag, then, was place 1 on the slaves. There is no man i lat s bead again Allthat the nation y ts isto stitution. If you take the ground thatslave 
u outh of Congre SS, and now, sper chlessand ¢ Pioy nt here, Who does not} ya -'‘Nave a case ( é e ( ie | Mal ¢ marri we sin the sight 
silent, the deed of darkness was committed larand a half to two dollars S } ts of God. then we know that slavery puts 
at noonday, and this right, hitherto suppos- board. Does a northern man { Our s | elas r those whom God has joined togeth- 
ed to be so old, so heaven-deeded,so unques- times as muchas one at the ¢ N ive not been yf t 4 But if, on the other hand, youdeny that 
tioned and unquestionable that our fathers but the saving is inthe quality | t of nation wou ow] S 3 eee Gk ot married, then. of 
did not think it necessary to place aguaran- the food. Figures will tell you, that in the | t demo by evi er u deny that marriages can consist 
ty of it in the first dralt of the feder il con- cie o! eeping alone, the n ee "reat seal of a mona quest LJnly Give \ th i nstitution of slay ery. _ tke which 
stitution—because they said no man who slaves \ make a saving of loa us that, and the slavelolders will tur at rot the nna vou please, and the re- 
was out ofan insane hospital would eve; rely by the deductions from 1 themsel ve f possible, in the dens and sult is the same. Slavery subverts the in- 
have the hardihood to deny it—t acred sla stoma This in \ \ is of the « ». for ‘ § {4 and is consequently 
right was at one blow denie 1, destroyed ar hey ty Im 6Of Si » the retil \ | lou ! : 
trodden under the feet of slave irs, } d out of the { "i me en \ { a . Lee here read over 1 form of mar- 
See now, from ali quarters of the world) 1 whole world would ¢ ( O . S , escribed by the Methodist Episcopal 
petitions pouring into that ear whichis nev- } ; Bet until such vest { eri SUCK ¢ i ch, interspersed with remarks which 
er dull of hearing. And then seethe Amer- can be made, | fear this nation will ne ela stian forget his ¢ | ed ily that the slaves cannot be 
ican Congress close its ear and its heart lieve the f thor ve Vv itit -slavery men forget ' Phey ! {without making promises implying 
igainst the ery of distress O, that 21st of very statute books eo Very the ent ] philanthropy of this na-; thei ts and freedom. In order to ac- 
December, the shortest and darkest day of proba t é iu here to-da ( on | \ » i hod! ( e institution of marriage to 
the year, let it not stand on my country’s will setall this down as oltion : t hey t ) as | \ sia rnd tiust be mac to re- 
calender. Let e imprecation of! ly worthy of | i OF d but 1 \ ‘ . t ses ( render the whole cer- 
rest pon it. Let hatday t | t { 1 se 1 € t rit ¢ {1 ( ¢ - ) ) } | « ( Vv a cery Do you choose this wo- 
carkness and the shadow of death stain ressional t rt, t ( I = | ris : ! your wile ? idesa says | must, 
let it not be joined to the day ol P Ve oO 1a Ve t tha t t c ( } } ' \ iL you vide tor berin sick- 
let it not come into the number of the I s, for tly i 1 Si t rey a \ 2 No! Her massa will 
nonths. For on that day was the c -| detestable systen Shey , J you cleave unto her unptul 
tion Ol Our country J ly it olated, T j t no I rw 1 we shor fore : Il Coneress \ e 1 u9 separate ¢ ust as Massa please 
do what? Not to resist or keep out sone lint e statute- of the slay ; 
insiduous proposal, calculated to subvert the f l if in any i 1 j vy di ils the obligations be- 
first principles of our republican institu s stances, be \ st aw ! \ S ere i rv of seve ) parents and children. Under this 
and turn Hans fact un t et ithe dred { ir. Lit roduced a slave parent ded- 
archy. \ | l tout t the s cod ect, all for humanity, and t s mol; iting his child to Ged according to the 
Well ado} { y can be Fg ween 1s V net rit r ! I 0 it WwW u es of the M. E.Chureh. Hlow could he 
ilaw his nd his wil butt be ssolved tanya that va ‘ f ; e lo train up the ¢ id for God and 
law of nat ( i thre vy { NV ' ‘ , When s / bids him train it 
had oceur i n 5 ) ( ‘ . | i arket ? 
ret rid of 1 Ve his i or ¢ ‘ . S t =| > cau Justi y shi - 
undred t ( tot of ( i, 1} \ ssed y the | “ae \ . 
menin | to \ \ Go « nd 1 sy- I 4 \ et Lust ircumstances” can justify 
Conerse nops of th laws ( find V- 1 } I ‘\ | ircumstances could jus- 
they | the power to do. Last year the ver, that | [ vi , ‘ wrong, then they might jus- 
rejected the petitions of slaves. © This yeat cing \ I mt ! 1 i} wrong-—and another—and 
they have rejected the petitions of us I Now, thet ( ‘ nen nower. They we ’ \ inoral wrong! 
don’t know but that is the way they intend clerks of the « thr ( i ery be wrong at all, it is a moral 
to make us all free and equal alike, by plac- slave r { cord - ! ( Cause e act of enslaving Is the 
ng us on the same level with the ives. { } ier ere has ¢ bee i S \ } t ot « moral being towards another 
Many who never had their petitions de-! in ice ofa master na hang \ e even six hun- lbeiog. If the wrong of such acts is 
nied a hearing before, were now roused murder of a sla VYetin N 1 ' Vv citizens rived lib- Wrong, then there is no such 
And findine their own paper dishonored, not long s two tet We \ ( ! ' \ wrove in the actions of men 
they applied to their state legislatures to en- for mereiv. c¢ ra slave at ( : ) 1 owards ¢ 1 othe 
dorse for them. But Congress is not mov- master Ard I] s ea { lives wer Our minutes do not enable us to pursue 
ed. As they have treated us, they tre would contain a t of all ‘ son ree a | ‘ \ ( e | outlines of Mr. Lee’s lecture. 
sovereign States. ord, ¢ | slit tint é on masters {or exj ided Lit v 1 itio bea i proy but wt ros in interest and animation to the 
There has been a sort of moral cowardice cruelties or | i | {on their slaves. ( 11 | | poke of our “ineasures” and 
among our rulers, and 1 do not know but | Next, I would ( ee of of this asse yowhow We fry oblections. Among other 
ought to say, physicat cowardice too. fam) Congress call yo ( i rs of action, ! her wl \ ~ that this subject is unusual. 
sorry to say it before an American audience, from each of 1 s] S : o t i 5 | { } Vt] NG! Well! Beit so! What 
hut truth cempels me. [ have no doubt what is the } ( my of ve stit { \ s prove? Why, simply that itis a 
there are manv men afmong them who long) would require them to state, as | s é was a ed o { resents unusually STRONG 
to do what we ask, but they dare not act,for! whether the question s not be ( id id for en, \ ar \ : LAIMS tothe sy ilies, the consciences, 
fear of assassination. as cussed among them, | s t 1 i rests of rational 
John Quincey Adanis, who seems is pre ible t vork siaves to dea i fi shy shiny ( ( ’ Lou ¢ excite hue 
tine solitary representative of all t Ss, when ¢ ik 38-0 1 Ss | S ! j 1 { 1 vreal i ow _ a | ect 
of the republic—when such a man says, as pound, or wi » Uwe years, WV I \ ‘ ( Vs sto its at- 
he said, “I shall make sucha motion to-day olton ten cents. In of W ind 3 ' The objection then 
because J know not that I shall be allowed er « | sli ! remonstrance against 
to live to make it cn another day,’’—when iet out to 1 nts, \ Oty eres t t u y Which 
Mr. Slade made his motion, and it was sa ret of e} I ( | \ ‘ ' ‘ ean shade of an oA- 
by a slaveholding member of Congress, that sibie ame of t | e 1 ° one! 
if any body should repeat that, he should ble expense for subsistence | | | » must that soul be that can 
swing for it, we may see that Congress it- And yet v ive Iie Who ( be ¢ ed even to the tone of intelli- 
self needs to be emancipated from the power roiled through the South int pul Rev. Luther Lee, | ) pre-eminently strong 
of slavery, as much as the slave himself. veyances, and seen Well-icd st i 
T regerd this as a just retribution on our ihe hot en | ca Cul ye ot Feigao ; | we have given of Mr. Lee's 
cuilty nation, that has become so recreant, they know all a t f OI \ \ : ; Hriend verv la and imperfect one. 
so lust to liberty and to honor and justice, been there, and t lave e the happiest: * re Was yered ber e the ' é We | twill be w en out by the speak- 
that the only hope of its being reclaimed is class of beings tn the w i on u , . wer toacall of the conven- 
in the loss of some of her own rights, that Next [ would send { men of a) Ost clear lu ¢ Vi > EOFS — . { a copy for publication. We consid- 
she may at last sympathize with the down- class that I believe it is J Fenny des) S!2>e 0s aS WE : " ; Li e most clear, compact, logical 
trodden slave. eribes as Ul m ol ¢ scrap- 4 y with vole oO! © arguments on the sulvect, we have ever yet 
Letus look again at the reason why the ings of i i si t ers s ( I eaders will be interested to 
South wi not have the petitions referred. ern men who ve sold the s : Ls \ ihe le rer is a very recent cone 
Suppose now that the petitions were refer- a: ul, 10 y on this ¢ busine ert to our doet Absorbed in other 
red, and thata committee was appointed inthe [ would inter \s . he bad heard or read 
for the purpose of a real and thorough inves- tothe various modes of sul - vel \ » modern abolitionists. 
tigation into the nature and effects of slave- tory s t ne out w tian Advocate and 
ry. Let that committee be friendly to jus- sick or fe S ess, i various Ve 1; \ ! anne 1 his attention. He 
tice and determined todo thei duty, and expedients ¢ cr y by OVerseer | Ce i i y it. sa ils ( t 1 é \ ment tending to jus- 
clothed with power to send for persons and) tries to br up the repu reat la- bs tse earaued, tify or excuse webolding. A moment’s 
papers all over the United States. Do vou bor getter 1 { place, f i } eflect ous ed him that this course was 
believe slavery could bear such an investi- Let our Ce esstonal con e thet It | n rg vt ! He penned a brief communication 
gation? Do you believe it could stand un-|send fora hundred free m¢ s ent per g Lave el | r, With the hope of correcting 
der the withering glare of su ih a report ? States, who have never Voed a ive pretext lor slavery Orte ' 1 | Ss ¢ or, als With the full confidence thatit 
Could the apologists for slavery, the ret I ives, nor their re : ! 1 \ bey \ erted, What a mis- 
end and learned authors who are employit hey know about tl ellies at r to | pert eq il VI fusal to publish exei:ted fur- 
their time and talents to make books and pollutions incident to the system of slavery I { Ol ( ‘ hiect. And the course 
fill the religious papers with defences of Then | would send for a | ee CC ‘ oll | { : ( I { soon brought him 
“southern institutions’’—could they bear oredimen, who should be 1 for the) ter. Vu same conclusions with the 
the light of this report? No,never. What. first ine, under the security es SY ' { bi sof the times, whose 
would be the judgment of that committee, arm of the nation, to testify ¢ iy Wron ( : ‘ 1 never heard! Whata 
and of the world? ‘That report would not Let him tell how often and What hate) yy n | \ 5 i f our doctrines! 
be made in a pamphlet of seven or eight pa- breadth escapes he has av { being kid-|., ; | svon found in him an able co- 
ges, Just to give the subject a go-by. It will napped into slavery. Let him turn to that a 1 n himself at once 
be a volume,of hundreds of pages,and when law which allows the magistrate to exile a, of Will tacavil or a strug- 
that report appears, slavery will instantly freecolored man from lis couniry, on tet Slavery fa erve its from the contamina- 
die. days’ notice, unheard, untried, without Gog i] ; { err society, and the odium of their 
What will be in that report? How will) cause, without compensatic passion « Se ae ee fn | | \ 1 ple fora host 
itbe made up? What are the materials of caprice may dictate, with confiscation of | surely be 1 Phe ect \ i uster the mag- 
such areport, and how are they tobe ob- estate, and if he refuses to to be sold as) pyads S é a Tt | y Le ( 
tained? Let us look at it a litde. islave, and his children alter him forever. alecn ap anand Hebrew ti hed 
In the first place this committee should ‘| hen | would have them call fora buns! fore a Christian to enslave a Christiat Are i A laa, 
send for all the codes of slave laws, of the|dred of the ten thousand | tive slaves,that the ties of ily by | | 
several states and of the United States. have found a refuge in ¢ ada, under the ler the new dispensa My : : Oppression at Heme: 
Bring up now those statute books of blood) government ofa hereditary monarch, fron 1 Slavery wane he e 1 ' nas it exists amongst 
and crime, and you will find them full of|the tender mercies of our republican institue rule to determine which «! C \ on in distant lands, it 
igh treason against God and against hu-|tions. Let them tell of pes crashed aud and which the ve ' t he very W dif- 
manity. Laws made by the very men who!hearts broken, of what they endured tn sla-} fyppishes no ru | ndants¢ We are ledton this 
claim this property under those laws. ndj very, and of the suffer and anxieties! inhabit the i ( ier r how ¢ vy is the 
what do they establish 2 Why, power, ir-!through which they have passed while in) yjen Hin anni at’ ny of religio ind | ical svmpa- 
responsible power, of man over man. ‘This) the pursuit of liberty wi » distant lands, 
is the beginning and the end, the pervading; Then I would have broucht up before the | | wl et of foreign oppression 
spirit of the whole code, from beginning to| egmmitee a hundred slaves from the cotto 7 ay pers 
end. Name the civil right which these laws fields and the sugar houses. who shou!d aive|color of th for ‘ | ly ly imes 
secure to the slave! Therg are none, there! geylar demonsti ati not what slavery ts. limay be et | \dvo- 
a no recognition of a single right in the would have them freed. protected hen it we | : . ‘a8 ; - ' aa s letter 
Slave, strong force, and then should s \ { Att : ’ ! t e% f his obser- 
What is the sustenance which these laws) thei: persons abused, ul nbs mutilated, | | \ { ht tO re ve the | t \ much force, 
claim for the black man, as the only legal) their brands and gaahe eir | ( ( nee ons The 
compensation for a life of compulsory toil ?/) from the shoulder to the S$ With republ ) is follows 
Read the words one peck of corn per ean stripes half of the new 
week ’—that is, two shillings a week, or When ihe bows ve gathered ory 1s. a horri- 
about six mills for each meal. Our north- hecink , in their power. let oat sin he il ¢ sit li; writh- 
ern horses [a laugh] pardon me, I do not in- bodied a report. . [t woul ' mal Lanswer for the ¢ 4 On Cespotism 
tend to be iow; it touches humanity, and ume of a thousand pages. Then sen Phe Irep lollow CC Ss, in Whose eat yroan was 
cannot be low;—I was saying our northern report through the land. Let the 1 er } have pe Was shut out trom the whole 
horses must have at least twenty-five cents burst and the stages groan with the mighty) the cl en’s teeth are set on et { as if t pe medistant 
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os = a HERALD OF FREEDOM, | 
oa 8 Satter journment at Temperance Hall. Meeting full | possession of the hall until the evening lecture. 
; \ Iw seid FROM A MEMBER OF THE CONVENTION OF ANTI- Of interest—some resolutions elicited very ani-| they would send us supper ; soon however, they 
" 3 . epuc- SLAVERY WOMEN RECENTLY HOLDEN IN mated discussior The limits of a letter forbid requested us to retire. It was doubtless thoug}, 
: , PRD EDP AIA TO SLR TaN eeeer rene ny even naming the subjects which came up to be too hazardous an experiment. We held 
\ Y E 1h, 18 { ' ‘ vention The subject of petitions longer session than usual, finished the businec 
Hi 1 earuest 1 is a prominent ¢ n address on that. We had designed to prepare, and walked out th, 
\ ‘ ) nt of tl i! ? T , n. A resolution! trent door into the midst of an infuriated mo 
$ > | \ nen, at w Thad}, iS presented on th uties of church mem- Miss Parker seeing a smile playing upon }} 
. z . eG as a ; = ty i] ers, WI re rd t parating themselves from | countenances of some, created by the remark 
‘ : Andan d g Tmust be permitted churehes which admitted slaveholders to their | that we did not come to Philadelphia to go on; 
: aa " ata faint sk { enes with which] ¢gmmunion, or slaveholding minister to thejr atthe back door, very impressively said,that sh, 
} { ) } 1 ’ e , } 
" j 1 cen surroun mingled and most pulpits. The resolution was carried, that it was | honed we shou d preserve solemnity, as we qd 
’ \ t ow I ed A pending a week of! oy, duty entire ly to separate ourselves from | not know but in passing om that hall we 
oESEED yg = to , ntere ni ; on the morning Ob) couch churehe consequently, nearly | aboli- should pass to the judgment. We felt the for 
iy fee ; ist. In COM} with numerous trend onists, Who are vrofessing cht ins. must de-| of her remark and walked solemnly but firm 
pe on lis CODE \ P ed f{ ng. | lei the place of my in Shenienlinn . f the privilege of church fel through a mob of thousands, and not a hair 
for its ve Nos Allmen are created equal: are ees We clided peavefully along the un- 1 wship, for there are few chu .s jn our Jand | our heads was injured One lady was. struck 
WS es ( : . “ ‘ . - i »tratiec ’ : 
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